
CURRICULUM UPDATE:
SOCIAL STUDIES

Jennifer Sinsebox
Executive Director of Curriculum and Data Management
November 7, 2016



2

Guiding Questions

What do schools and districts look like when 
they are organized around a commitment to the 
achievement of high standards by all students?

What is my role in creating, implementing, and 
maintaining such a school and district?



Mission

The Wheatland-Chili Central School 
community is committed to academic 

excellence which empowers all individuals to 
become motivated learners and challenges
them to excel as citizens in a global society.
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Board of Education Priorities

Encourage all students to meet college and 
career readiness expectations.

 Improve engagement, communication, and 
customer service.
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SOCIAL STUDIES



Social Studies Curriculum Writers

Kindergarten

Donna Gronemeyer

Grade 1

Caitlin Brennan

Grade 2

Julianne Greene

Alison Hughes

Grade 3

Erin Ayers

Grade 4

Patty Bruno

Grade 5

Shirley Marotta



Components of the Social Studies Framework



New York State Social Studies Framework 

 1996 Social Studies Standards – (There are 5) 

 Social Studies Practices – (There are 6) 

 Unifying Themes from the National Council for Social Studies – (There are 10)

 Content Sequence/Focus for each grade level, K – 12

 C3 Framework:  C3Teachers.org

 New York State Common Core Learning Standards for English Language Arts and 
Literacy in History and Social Studies

 10 Anchor Standards for Reading

 10 Anchor Standards for Writing

 6 Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening



New York State Social Studies Learning Standards

 Standard 1: History of the United States and New York
 Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, 

eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York. 

 Standard 2: World History
 Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, 

eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of 
history from a variety of perspectives. 

 Standard 3: Geography
 Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography 

of the interdependent world in which we live – local, national ,and global – including the distribution 
of people, places, and environments over Earth’s surface. 



New York State Social Studies Learning Standards

 Standard 4: Economics
 Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of how the United 

States and other societies develop economic systems and associated institutions to allocate scarce 
resources, how major decision-making units function in the United States and other national 
economics, and how an economy solves the scarcity problem through market and nonmarket 
mechanisms. 

 Standard 5: Civics, Citizenship, and Government
 Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessary 

for establishing governments; the governmental systems of the United States and other nations, the 
United States Constitution; the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the 
roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenships, including avenues of participation. 



Social Studies Practices

1. Gathering, Using, and Interpreting Evidence

2. Chronological Reasoning and Causation

3. Comparison and Contextualization

4. Geographic Reasoning

5. Economics and Economic Systems

6. Civic Participation



Unifying Themes at a Glance

1. Individual Development and Cultural Identity

2. Development, Movement, and Interaction of Cultures

3. Time, Continuity, and Change

4. Geography, Humans, and the Environment

5. Development and Transformation of Social Structures

6. Power, Authority, and Governance

7. Civic Ideals and Practices

8. Creation, Expansion, Interaction of Economic Systems

9. Science, Technology, and Innovation

10. Global Connections and Exchanges





Three Shifts in Instructional Practice

• Focus on Conceptual 
UnderstandingShift 1

• Foster Student Inquiry, 
Collaboration, and Informed ActionShift 2

• Integrated Content and Skills 
PurposefullyShift 3



Shift 1: Focus on Conceptual Understanding



Shift 2: Foster Student Inquiry, Collaboration, 
and Informed Action



Shift 3: Integrated Content and Skills Purposefully



Next Steps 

Curriculum release day to 
review and/or complete 
units of study 

Review new Scholastic 
books

All curriculum documents 
will be stored in Rubicon 
Atlas

Develop K-5 Evidenced-
Based Claim Argument 
writing protocol



BRIGHT SPOT

Denise Hourihan
W!se Financial Literacy Program



W!se Financial Literacy Program

Why it’s important!

 Less than a quarter of students say they are very well prepared to deal with life’s 
financial challenges (Hartford Financial Services Group, 2007)

 68% of high school seniors today do not understand basic finance

 Universities lose more students to credit card debt than to academic failure

 US consumer debt stands at $2.4 trillion and exceeds household income by over 8% 



Program Background

 Established in 2003 in New York City as an initiative of NY Financial Literacy 
Coalition

 Goals:
 Increase the number of young people who are financially literate

 Improve instruction of finance to high school students

 Measure the level of school effectiveness in the teaching of financial literacy to students

 Market Position:
 35 schools in Upstate Region of New York

 Over 200 schools in 21 states



Topics Taught

Money

Cost of Money

Budgeting

Banking

Credit

 Insurance

 Investing

Money Management

Retirement planning

Regulatory Agencies



WCCSD RECOGNITIONS

 Blue Ribbon School – must achieve 80% pass rate with a majority of a grade level 
taking the test

 Gold Star Teacher – must achieve 93% pass rate in at least one class

 Our pass rate was 95% in Fall 2015 and 100% in Spring 2016

 2015-2016 was the first year of participation in the W!se Financial Literacy program



• Wheatland-Chili High 
School will be 
recognized at the 
Money Power 
Conference for 
Financial Literacy on 
November 8, 2016.

• Thank you to the 
Board of Education 
for supporting the 
financial literacy of 
our students!



Questions

“To be an expert teacher is to 
continually seek a deeper 
understanding of the essence of 
a subject, to increasingly grasp 
its wisdom.  That understanding 
is key to a teacher’s role in 
curriculum planning.”  

Carol Tomlinson and Jay McTighe


